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In October 2002, two high-ranking Rockford Diocese officials and their lawyer listened as a teacher
at St. Peter's school described in detail how the Rev. Mark Campobello wooed a 14-year-old
student into a months-long sexual relationship.

The teen and her spiritual mentor had known each other for years as family friends through the
Geneva parish, the teacher recounted. Then one weekend on a family vacation, affection turmed to
abuse.

In the same rectory where Campobello recently admitted to abusing the girl, the officials spent an
hour asking the teacher questions they already seemed to know the answers to, according to her.

Despite the interview, Campobello continued to oversee a Belvidere church and school until police
arrested him there two months later.

"Our diocese had the opportunity to lead the nation in doing this all correctly, and (it) chose not to,”
said Barbara Houston, who taught at St. Peter School from 1991 to 2002

Houston knows this well. After the girl confided in a teacher at the school in 1999, the teacher
whispered the tale into Houston's ear. Years later, Houston finally prompted the diocese to interview
the teacher by demanding it take action, fearing that even though the abuse had stopped, it could
happen again.

The diocese didn't act because the allegations were gossip, an official told Houston.

To Houston, that explanation had a familiar ring. She heard it when she first brought her concems
to the school principal in fall 1999, and they were brushed off as hearsay.

Houston's concens would eventually prove to be more than gossip, but not until after
Campobello's relationship with another girl, a 16-year-old student at Aurora Central Catholic High
School.

Last month Campobello pleaded guilty to sexually abusing both girls and started serving an eight-
year prison sentence.

As the charges against Campobello wound their way through the legal system, the public wanted
to know two things: Were the allegations true? And what did the diocese know of them?

The latter question became the subject of a civil lawsuit this month seeking answers and monetary
damages.

Wormies that the Rockford Diocese's behavior mirrored that of the Boston Archdiocese intensified as
a Kane County judge found it in contempt of court a year ago for refusing to turn over documents
and as a litany of questions were met with a refrain of silence.

While the church maintains it has nothing to hide, an investigation by the Daily Herald sheds light
on the unanswered questions still troubling the St. Peter community.



According to numerous interviews, police reports and court documents obtained by the Daily
Herald, at least several diocesan employees knew about the relationships but did not act.

Diocesan attorey Ellen Lynch would not comment on the findings.
“We're not going to talk about the facts of the case," she said. "We don't try cases in the media."

Today, both teachers describe a moral dilemma that pitted secular against religious obligations.
Both still struggle with their decisions, wondering if they could have stopped the abuse earlier.

The yearlong legal battle and the handling of the situation described by Houston and others appear
at odds with pledges made by the nation's bishops, and many statements made by Bishop Thomas
Doran, head of the Rockford diocese.

Doran, a well-respected authority on church law, played an instrumental role in the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops sex abuse policy document, called the Charter for the Protection of Children
and Young People, drafted in Dallas during June 2002. The pope named him one of the four

American bishops charged with retooling the policies aimed at ending decades of clergy sexual
abuse.

Doran pledged cooperation with civil reporting and investigations, but nearly two years later, the
diocese refuses to publicly air its past.

Only this month did it stop fighting a court order to turn over its documents to a judge.

Still, a nationwide audit commissioned by the U.5. Conference of Catholic Bishops found the
Rockford diocese compliant with the charter and commended it for its initiative.

As part of the audit, Doran said, “There has never been a single instance where the Diccese
maintained a clergyman in parish ministry or permitted him access to young people after credible
charges were made against him."

The nationwide audit earlier this year conducted by a New York college has received widespread
criticism because its findings were based on facts voluntarily reported by each diocese.

As the Rockford Diccese handling of Campobello makes clear, it didn't tell the whole story.
The relationship

He gave her a black stone ring. She gave him an angel necklace.

Their families would barbecue together. They would go out for dinner, Slurpees and ice cream.
They would talk on the phone for an hour a day.

She said "l love you."

He said "l love you.”

In many ways, the relationship described in Geneva police reports seemed like a love affair
between a man and a woman.

But it wasn't.

The girl's teacher knew that when she spofted Campobello’s ring on the 14-year-old's finger in
1899 and asked her about their time together.

The girl confided that, over time, her longtime friendship with the priest had become something
maore.

Campobello started his tenure as a resident priest at St. Peter's Catholic Church in Geneva in
1994. He often wandered the halls of the school and hung out with students on the playground.

t






