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‘I's all really so sad. And most people have forgotten that it's all about two girls who were victimized by
a wayward priest. It's not about Father Joe, Mayor Burns or anyone else.’
Frank Bochie, a St. Peter parishioner

Looking
for faith

St. Peter Catholic Church on Kaneville Road in Geneva.
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t'shardtéteﬂifit'sascarpeoplesee,urifﬁlewnundsﬁ]lisopen.
Either way; it's clear that healing is not complete at St. Peter
Church in Geneva, two years after a former assistant pastor was
sentenced to prison for aggravated sexual abuse, four years after he was
arrested and seven years after the recurring incidents took place.

The rift between two disparate groups
at St. Peter, the largest Catholic parish in
Kane County, has grown nastier.

One group wants to know more about
just what the church’s pastor, the Rev. Jo-
seph Jarmoluk, knew and did about the
abuse leveleﬂm Cmmmbéﬁlimr assistant

Theulherg:mq: defends Jarmoluk's ac-
tions and says he is the victim of a conspir-
acy to get him out of St. Peter.

And while parighioners, church officials
and even media are giving lip service to
healing that rift, some say that will happen
only when the civil lawsuits brought by the
two young female victims are adjudicated.

“I don't think any real healing will take
hold until the civil trial taking
place in Geneva ," said Frank
Bochte, a St. Peter parishioner who has
been critical of the way the parish has han-
dled the situation. “Until the civil litigation
runs its course, nobody will ever know
whatm:stakeamayhawb&mmadebythe

aﬂ:dﬂimmekthetwngu'laaretakmg
steps toward settling the lawsuits and that

the settlement will be announced soon. As
itis, the judge in the case has told attor-
neys to be prepared to go to trial in De-
cember if the cases are still going by then.

Jarmoluk’s letter

Some have said a recent public apology
hy]armnhlkisﬂrebegmnmgofhea]mg.
The monsignor in a letter to pa-
rishioners Aug. 25, and a few days later,
helda spemaanssci anﬂfurgwe—
ness at the church on Road.

"Thewastmaprityufpammunem
pﬂrlnmlrpastnrandbe]mwstheallega-
merit,” said Genevan Brad Shorr, a parish-
ioner who publicly has supported Jarmo-
luk. *The fact that St. Peter's recent
healing Mass attracted 100 people out of a
parish of about 9,000 ... supports my view.”

Even a critic of Jarmoluk wrote recently
that the Mass planted a seed of healing for
the parish.

But others pointed out that Jarmoluk
was forced to take these measures by
Bishop Thomas Doran of the Rockford
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